The Parts of the House Argue
A large family once lived together in a nipa palm tree house.  One day the people in the house began to quarrel about who was the most important member of the family.  Before long the parts of the house began to quarrel too.

The poles that supported the house high off the ground started grumbling.  One said, “I am the most important because I was driven into the earth first.”  The rest replied, “We are all just as important as you because without us you could not do your job of keeping the house off the wet ground.”

As the poles quarreled about their importance, the floor supports shouted, “No one would care about the poles if we were not here to connect you!”

The cross supports cried out to the floor supports, “Without us, you would wobble and sag!”

The floor sniped to the cross supports and the floor supports, “Without me, neither of you would have a reason to exist.”

The woven bamboo walls chimed in nastily to the floor, “Who would walk on you if we were not here to create rooms?”

The roof beams replied to the walls, “ You could not stand up if it were not for our support!”

The bamboo ceiling shouted to the beams, “I hold the walls together!”

The palm-leaf roof chided each part of the house, “I keep the rain from rotting all of you!”

As they argued, they realized that none could win the argument since they were all of great use to the house.  When with one breath the parts of the house proclaimed, “None is important without the other,” the quarreling between the members of the family in the house ceased.  Cured of misfortune, the family lived in peace and harmony from that day forward.
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