Collaborative Standards-Based IEP Training
A Summary of What Some Parents and Professionals Thought
1. When I attend an IEP meeting I feel most anxious about…(responses not for sharing) 
2. Parents what do you think teachers are most anxious about when attending an IEP meeting

3. Teachers what do you think parents are most anxious about when attending an IEP meeting 

	2. What Parents thought Teacher’s Concerns might be
	3. What Teachers thought Parent’s Concerns might be

	Parents will ask for something they can’t provide
	Services necessary will be taken away

	Parents might have expectations of goals for the child that are not achievable
	Overwhelmed: “Me vs Them” or “Them vs Me”

	Amount of accommodation, resources and time
	Will my child’s needs be addressed

	
	Will goals be realistically met

	
	Not understand all the technical lingo – be afraid to ask what it means


When we checked for accuracy the group thought both teachers and parents were on target.
4. What can be done to mitigate these concerns?

· Everyone not seated already at the table
· Communicating throughout the school year

· Making sure to answer questions before the IEP meeting

· Having discussions before the meeting to make sure that everyone is on the same wave length

· Have team meetings that a re not IEP driven with an agenda to open lines of communications

